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Ethical Responsibilities of Health Service Volunteers
Many people in the world volunteer in health services within and outside their countries. Most of the volunteers have no professional knowledge and therefore lack professional obligations binding them to healthcare service provision. In making arguments for action, principles have been put in place to determine the best approach of dealing with the moral responsibility of volunteers to avoid cases of misdiagnosis and mistreatment of patients. In reinforcing health care provision, the Working Group on Ethics Guideline for Global Health Training (WEIGHT) has put in place ethical approaches that can be applied in the informal sector has been to ensure accountability and competency of volunteers in healthcare service provision. In ensuring volunteer service delivery, WEIGHT is responsible for conducting the following activities (Arnold 2016).
WEIGHT is responsible for the education, placement, and behavioral monitoring of volunteers in different health care facilities. All volunteers must undergo global health training. The training provided then with educational consent and knowledge about the rights of patients and to be informed about healthcare and clinical practices. Volunteers in the medical field require effective and supervision and mentorship programs by their host facilities. This way, the trainees can quickly adapt to the culture and language of the healthcare system. Education and training of volunteers provide them with information about the underlying ethical issues and reasoning in the healthcare system. Besides, volunteers traveling to other countries do so with enough information about the foreign country's healthcare system. Also, the Working Group on Ethics Guidelines for Global Health Training allocate duties and activities the volunteers need to engage in. these activities will depend on how informed the volunteer is about health care. the level of experience and training determines the appropriate activity allocated to the volunteer trainee so that the well-being of patients and other workers is not compromised. 
From Arnold (2016), besides, WEIGHT has set up ethical guidelines that incorporate virtue-ethical approaches into the education and training of volunteers in healthcare services. The ethical guidelines outline the individual responsibilities and duties during service delivery. Furthermore, the punishment for misconduct is also stated. The volunteer has to behave ethically for the well-being of themselves, colleges, and patients. WEIGHT recommends all-volunteer trainees undergo in-depth education in virtue ethics, care ethics, and social ethics to facilitate their professional responsibilities while handling and dealing with patients. Ethical issues enable all individuals like doctors, physicians, nurses, volunteers, and other healthcare workers to put first the concern of patients before any other things for better health care service delivery.  Also, the trainees have a better understanding of their responsibilities, agencies sponsoring them abroad, and the community hosting them. With refined and extended education on volunteer trainees, it is possible to determine and measure the effectiveness of the volunteers. In keeping up with the policies, volunteers need to make informed choices and decisions before engaging in any volunteer work in health care services.
Health care professionals only become overwhelmed with the work at hand given that the number of patients requiring healthcare services is high. Therefore, there is a need for a volunteer to be considered in the system. Before such considerations are made, the volunteers must undergo detailed training on ethical issues related to healthcare provision. To achieve the preferences, objectives, and goals of health care, volunteers working both at home country or abroad must undergo scrutiny under WEIGHT measures. Both internal and external volunteers should account for ethical responsibilities. Before they are allowed to handle responsibilities, duties, and chores in the healthcare facilities, WEIGHT must ensure that the volunteers have enough expertise education to make them feel empowered to act in appropriate situations. 


Reference
Arnold, J. F. (2016). Global health: Ethical responsibilities of health service volunteers. The American Journal of Bioethics, 16(11), 57-59.




	
